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You ain’t seen nothing yet 
By Greg Estep, KE6VTA 


PACIFICON is here. October 20-22 are the 
dates. Friday is the Antenna Forum. Saturday 
and Sunday the exhibit hangar is open. The 
program is available at www.pacificon.org. This 
year’s program has many sessions on the Future 
of Amateur Radio. Tickets are $5 before October 
20 and $10 at the door. This month’s meeting is 
the second Friday, October 13. The PACIFICON 
players will be there. 


- Here are some of the Technical Forums: 


Regulation 2000:Antenna Law For The Layman 
RACES 2000 Fulfilling Emergency Services Needs 
Software Radios: Facets of a Developing Technol- 
ogy 

Homebuilding Using PIC Processors 
Jamming-Resistant Repeaters 

The Golden Age of Kitbuilding Returns 

OSCAR Phase IIId 


QRP will be there and it will be bigger and better 
than ever. 

The banquet speaker is Riley Hollingsworth. 

Our Keynote speaker is Dave Summer from the 
ARRL. 


Are you drooling yet? 


The swap meet will be running on Saturday from 
6:00 AM until 3:00 PM. 

The exhibit hall will open 9:00 AM on Saturday 
and Sunday. 

The Transmitter Hunt will be on Sunday. 


How do you get these tickets? 


They are on sale at the MDARC meeting on Octo- 


ber 13. 


Can you help? 


Yes, just email grestep@home.com and I will see 
that you get your chance to help us. 


What will you be doing at Midnight on October 
21? 


The Wouff-Hong Ceremony will be held. 
Where is this event? 

The Concord Sheraton Hotel. 

Why are you still reading this? 

Stop reading and get that ticket order in now. 


73, Greg 
In The Right Place, At The Right Time 


Amateur Radio Communications Provided 
Rapid Rescue Response in Briones Park: 


By John Stuart, KM6QX 


My planning and preparation for the September 
23, 2000 event was similar, yet different than the 
other events we volunteer for each year. The 
words, “Safety and Emergency Radio Communi- 
cations, Amateur Radio Service,” printed on our 
bright yellow signs, pretty much describe the func- 
tion we provide at various types of public events, 
such as: bike rides, endurance horse rides, cross- 
country runs, and walkathons. This event was the 
Golden Eagle Classic, a 20+ mile mountain bike 
race over the hilly dirt roads of Briones Regional 
Park, north of Lafayette. 

Radio communications has always been difficult 
in this park because of the hilly terrain and deep 
narrow canyons. This year it was a little more 
complicated because we were also coordinating 
radio communications with a dozen members of 
the East Bay Park Regional District’s (EBRPD) 
Bicycle Patrol Volunteers. Three of them had 
EBRPD Ch. 3 handi-talkies and were good moun- 
tain bike riders so they were assigned to cover the 


Te 


most remote and most dangerous portion of the 
course. Later, they were to discover their handi- 
talkies had no coverage in that portion of the park, 
but fortunately no accidents occurred in that area. 
The other Bicycle Patrol Volunteers had low pow- 
ered FRS (Family Radio Service) “walk-about” 
handi-talkies. After getting them all switched to a 
common FRS channel, they were assigned to stra- 
tegic locations along the course. 


Four ‘Hams’ had volunteered for this event. I 
assigned John Schulze, KR6CR, to “Base 
Camp;” Drew Hanson, KD6GLY, to “Briones 
Rd Trailhead;” and Tom Seabury, KO6RO, to 
“Briones Peak.” I assumed the responsibilities 
of “Bike Control” for both the Ham frequencies 
and the FRS frequency. Both Tom and I, in 4x4 
vehicles, were located on high ridges, and we 
both had FRS capable radios. Our primary link 
to emergency services was via ‘Base Camp 
John’ where the Supervising Park Ranger and an 
ambulance were stationed. We had also made 
plans, i.e. pre-selected frequencies, to set up a 
cross-band repeater, but found that was not nec- 
essary (at first) because we could all contact 
Base Camp directly using our high powered mo- 
bile radios on a direct simplex frequency. 


Soon after the race started, I received a report 
via the FRS frequency that the course was miss- 
ing some signs and the racers were “going 
straight instead of turning left!” The ‘problem’ 


was less than a mile.‘downstream’ of my loca- 
tion. I had been unfamiliar with that portion of 
the course until only a week before the race 
when I had hiked in the area with my wife Lee, 
KG6BOEF. I could see that there was a large gap 
in the riders, so I decided to drive down the 
course and station myself at the “unmarked 
turn.” Before leaving, I told another volunteer 
to warn riders of my vehicle being on the course 
until I told him I was ‘clear’ via FRS radio. I 
soon found the ‘reporting party’ at the wrong 
turn, i.e. false alarm. To their defense, the Park 
map does not show this road, and they assumed 
the course took the next road to the left. 


So now I was positioned about 10 yards off the 
course half way down a steep hill, with a con- 
tinuous flood of riders rushing by (123 riders 
had started the race). Since it wasn’t safe to 
drive back up the course, I settled in for the du- 
ration of the race (or so I thought). I quickly 
discovered I had lost ‘simplex’ contact with 
Base Camp, so “Briones Peak Tom” configured 
his truck’s radio for cross-band repeating. I was 
on a 446 MHz frequency, and everyone else 
stayed on the 146 MHz frequency. Then it hap- 
pened, , , I heard lots of yelling in the distance; 
muted yelling, but definitely yelling. Was the ru- 
mored anti-dirt-bike demonstration in progress, 
or could someone be yelling for help? 


Taking my handi-talkie, I walked about 30 yards 
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to where I could look farther down the course in 
the direction of the commotion. What I saw 
caused me to instinctively reach for my handi- 
talkie and transmit, “Base Camp; rider down on 
Lagoon Trail. Standby for emergency traffic!” 


I quickly hiked another 100 yards or so down 
the steep course to the victim. He was uncon- 
scious but breathing, with major injuries to his 
forehead and jaw. Another rider was holding 
him still to prevent any further injury to his neck 
or spine. I radioed his condition and exact loca- 
tion to Base Camp and recommended a rescue 
helicopter be dispatched immediately. Base 
Camp acknowledged and said they were also 
sending the ambulance located at Base Camp, 


- and park rangers. 


Using my FRS radio, I requested that. the ‘up- 
stream’ Bike Patrol Volunteer come down to 
where my vehicle was located to warn the racers 
to slow down before approaching the accident 
scene. A few minutes later a doctor who was 
racing in the event arrived at the scene. I then 
hiked back up to my vehicle and drove it down 
to the scene, both to shield the victim and to 
have better communications capability. A park 
truck soon arrived with direct radio communica- 
tions to the EBRPD dispatcher. Using the 
truck’s radio, I gave the dispatcher our exact 
Lat-Long position that I had copied from the 
GPS running in my vehicle. Then, when the 
REACH rescue helicopter could be seen in the 
distance, I used my signaling mirror to ‘beam 
them in.’ 


(I later called REACH and talked to the Flight 
Nurse who was on that helicopter. He said my 
Lat/Long position and signaling mirror saved 
them considerable time in locating us in the rug- 
ged hills of Briones Park. They had been calling 
“Briones LZ” for directions on a fire department 
radio frequency, but the fire department hadn’t 
yet arrived. I had told the EBRPD Dispatcher I 
had a CALCORD radio, but that message didn’t 
get relayed (via the fire department) to the 
REACH helicopter.) 


Soon the helicopter was on the ground, the am- 
bulance had arrived (guided by the Supervising 
Park Ranger, along with two EBRPD Police ve- 
hicles, and an EBRPD “Eagle” helicopter cir- 
cling overhead. A few minutes later, an EBRPD 
Medic/Rescue Truck arrived. My job done, and 
the course being clear of riders, [ drove back up 
onto Crest Trail and parked where I could see 
over a mile of the course along the north side of 
the park: We used our radios for the next two 
hours to track the last riders and followed them 
back to the finish line for a free chicken and 
pasta lunch. 


When we arrived back in base camp, everyone 
was aware and extremely appreciative of the 
role we had played in quickly finding and report- 
ing the accident. I had been in the right place at 
the right time, and once again, the Amateur Ra- 
dio Service had demonstrated its value to the 
public by providing emergency communications 
when needed by using an assortment of radio 
communication tools and a group of trained and 
experienced radio operators. 


73, John 
Power Needed. 


George, WB6OFH, wants a DC power supply 
that is good for 12 volts at 4 amps or more at a 


reasonable price. Look around you must have a 
couple in the back of your closet! He can be 
contacted at 925-687-0912 or via email 
glroush@pacbell.net 


MDARC Repeaters: 


2 Meters: 

147.060 MHz +/ PL 100 Hz 
220: 224.780 MHz -/ PL 77 Hz 
440: 441.325 MHz+/ PL 100 Hz 


W6CX ATV Repeater 

Input: 1253.250 MHz (Changing to 1289.250 
MHz in 2000) 

Output: 427.250 MHz Cable Channel 58 
Connect Cable Ready TV/VCR to antenna 
pointing (vertical polarization) to Mt. Diablo and 
tune to cable channel 58 (not UHF). 


Packet/APRS 

W6CX-3 Packet Node 144.39 MHz. 

This node is used for keyboard-to-keyboard 
packet and APRS (Automated Packet Reporting 
System). Node Name RRRG. 

KE6TIP-3. in Richmond, is also on 144.39. Node 
Name RICH. 

KD6AKU-5: 9600 BAUD Packet and TCP-IP 
145.71 * 


Getting Started Early 
Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


Enthusiasm among the youth today for amateur 
radio is not absent, but rather, just sleeping. This 
summer, my son Oren, now 12, earned his techni- 
cian license. After being licensed for almost 
seven years, my oldest son finally took an interest 
in my operating. Whether it was for emergency 
preparedness, checking into nets, rag chewing on 
80 or watching other hams on ATV, Oren finally 
took an interest. 


After school was out last spring, Oren came to 
me and said he wanted to get his license. I didn’t 
waste a moment. Books for the restructured 
licenses were hot off the press and within a day I 
had a copy of Now You’re Talking in his hands. . 
He dove into the book, probably with too much 
enthusiasm and didn’t realize that the book was 
structured to ease one into the hobby. After 


Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Clu 
Holiday Party | 


Friday December 15th, 2000 
At Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Lafayette 


Doors open at 6:00pm _ Dinner served at 7:00pm 


Cost: $8.00 for Adults, $4.00 for Children 10 and under. 


RSVP by December 10th to George Roush, 925 687-0912 
2116 Athene Dr., Concord CA 94519 


about a week of random reading, he was working _ It is stories like this that will help keep amateur 


section by section, reading the material and radio alive for many generations. Get involved 

learning the questions related to that section. We with the youth today and iritroduce one to ama- 

spent most of July and the first half of August teur radio. We all can do it and the pride one 

studying and taking practice exams. takes seeing a youngster get licensed is possibly 
greater than the pride they have in getting their 

Well, the big day came at the Club meeting in license. 

August. He seemed ready and anxious. I helped 

him fill out the 605 and his answer sheet ID 73, Sam 


information, paid the fee, and let him loose with 
our capable VE team. He even had his two 
forms of ID, a student body card with a picture 
and his Boys and Girls Club ID card. Well, 
fifteen minutes later he came out from the exam 
room beaming. He had passed the test; he 
missed none. 


Free! (you dismantle it) 


Two (yes, 2) tilt-over towers similar to U.S. 
Tower model HDX-555. Minimum height about 
22', cranks up in 3 sections to about 55". 
Triangular base with largest section about 22" on 
aside. Good condition, but have no crank 
handle, no tilt-over hardware, and probably need 
cables replaced. Towers need not both go to the 
same person. One tower contains an Alliance 
HD-73 rotor (not running), and a Cushcraft A3 
Yagi (10, 15, & 20 meters) in good condition. 
Site is Lafayette. Contact Debra (not a ham!) at 
925-256-1679. This is a work phone, but 

you can leave a message. 


Two weeks later his call was on the FCC data- 
base and he was very happy. His new call is 
KG6CZZ. He started learning the phonetics 
since CZZ can easily sound like other calls. You 
all know how we mumble into the mike. He has 
been on the air only a bit, but this too will change 
as he gets into school and the workload becomes 
more manageable. Listen for him on the repeater 
and give him a warm welcome, just like we do all 
others (new or seasoned) on our repeaters. 


MDARC Board of Directors and Committees 


Position Who How to find them 

President Greg Estep; KE6VTA 925-250-4743 (h) grestep@home.com 

Vice President Terry Matzkin, KE6WRE 925-820-5848 (h) myword@sprynet.com 
Secretary Paul Dickey, N6JOX 925-376-3971 (h) paulr3 @judydickey.com 
Treasurer Marie Lewis, KF6GLV 925-933-0420 (h) mlewis1521@aol.com 
Emergency Coordinator Robert Hampton, KF6FGH 925-625-4033 (h) 

Director at Large John Stuart, KM6QX 925-283-2797 (h) jwstuart@earthlink.net 
Director at Large Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 925-837-3265 (h)erk6sfd@aol.com 
Director at Large Mike Patterson, KE6JGA 925-944-8786 (h) mapa@ieee.org 

Director at Large Tracey Schwartz, KE6TOT kurtps@earthlink.net 

Committees 

Auction John Schulze, KR6CR 925-681-0552 (h) schulze2@ix.netcom.com 
Carrier Editor Wayne Merryman, WB6WZV 925-283-0659 (h)wmerryman@home.com 
Door Prizes John Schulze, KR6CR 925-681-0552 (h) schulze2@ix.netcom.com 
Field Day Lauren Styles, WA6CIE 925-676-2186 (h) Istyles@california.com 
Membership Sam Lipson, KO6JR 925-229-5705 (h) ko6jr@arrl-net 

Public Service Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 925-228-4503 (h) odyssey@ccnet.com 
Refreshments Mac McIntyre, KE6ZZG 925-825-9604 (h) 

Social George Roush, WB6OFH 925-687-0912 (h) groush@pacbell net 

VE Testing, Education Ron Luttringer, K6XC 925-680-8314 (h) rluttringer@earthlink.net 


PACIFICON ee Matzkin, KE6WRE hmames 925-820-5848 ae. piace da com 
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Membership Report, September, 2000 


Please welcome our new members and note corrections in your roster for other changes noted below (including call signs, 
addresses, license class, etc.). There will be one more Carrier update this year (in October’s Carrier). Beginning at 
Pacificon, all new membership applications received will be for the 2001 calendar year. As always, please let me know of 
any changes in your membership status including address, call, license class, etc. 73, Sam 

SSS a a a a OEE eA EE TOE EE ONE ON IEE END a EE 


Name, Call, License Class; Spouse Name && Call * = Rocky Ridge Supporter 
Address, Phone numbers, e-mail 
Allen, Steve, KC6YCJ (T); skye@pacbell.net 
1422 San Carlos Ave, Concord, CA.94518 (w) 916-802-5860 
* Birnbaum, Dan, AD6JY (EF); ad6jy@aol.com 
3 Olde Creek Place, Lafayette, CA 94549 (h) 925-945-6149 (w) 510-428-3540 
Blohm, Riobert W.(Bob), KE6Z WO (A); ke6zwo@juno.com 
1237 Gerald Ave, San Pablo, CA 94806 (h) 510-232-9117 
* Bonar, Brace R., KF6QBF (T+); Stephanie Changaris KF6VGU brbonar@wenet.net 
3260 Brittan Ave, San Carlos, CA 94070 (h) 650-596-3851 (w) 415-468-5000x3009 
* Butler, Joel, KD6GLR (T); Ingrid joelingrid@aol.com 
4395 N. Canoe Birch Ct, Concord, CA 94521 (h) 925-689-3224 (fax) 925-689-3224 
Cash, Jack, W6ORR (G); Carolyn soarr@value.net 
85 Hillcrest Dr., Orinda, CA 94563 (h) 925-254-8195 
* Connors, John, W6AYZ (G); Linda connors@moraga.ca.us 
1581 Moraga Way, Moraga, CA 94556 (h) 925-376-0275 (fax) 925-376-1358 
Gonzalez-Rivas, Juan, WA6CPY (E); Isabel jlgr@compuserve.com 
P.O. Box 21551, Concord, CA 94521 
Gordon, David W., N6SWE (G); néswe@earthlink.net 
3843 Brookside Dr, Pittsburg, CA 94565 (h) 925-473-1031 
* Gracer, Richard, KJ6RO (E); Sonia richard@gracermd.com 
256 Belaire Ct, Danville, CA 94526 (h) 925-735-1663 (w) 925-277-1100 (fax) 925-277-1358 
Lillard, Jeff, AD6RH (E); jlillard@home.com 
200 Oak Park Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 (h) 925-933-9455 
* Lipson, Oren, KG6CZZ (T); 
2047 Olympic Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (h) 925-229-5705 (fax) 925-229-5737 
* Rothbart, George, KF6VSG (T); Judy george@softsci.com 
51 Creekside Dr, San Rafael, CA 94903 (h) 415-492-1196 (w) 415-479-7286 
* Rothbart, Ricky, KF6VSH (7); rickstuff@hotmail.com 


51 Creekside Dr, San Rafael, CA 94903 (h) 415-492-1196 
Thompson, Eric(Rick), N6SPP (A); 
2100 Miramonte Ave Apt 10, San Leandro, CA 94578 (h) 510-223-2436 (w) 650-367-7100 
* Towns, Denell, KG6AUA (T); Michael KG6ATN 
280 Gristmill Dr, Brentwood, CA 94513 (h) 925-516-0837 
* Towns, Michael, KG6ATN (T); Denell KG6AUA mtowns@fostercity.org 
280 Gristmill Dr, Brentwood, CA 94513 (h) 925-516-0837 (fax) 815-366-9179 


The following are updates for October 


* Bent, Daniel E.(Dan), KF6IQL (G); kf6iql@pacbell.net 

65 Benicia Rd, Vallejo, CA 94590 (h) 707-552-4759 

Kerwin, Kody W., Pending (T); kkerwin@ecis.com 

2839 Honeysuckle Cir, Antioch, CA 94509 (h) 925-755-0866 (w) 925-930-5553 (fax) 925-930-5593 
* Schuman, AHan M., AA6ZL (E); Lynne M. aa6zl@aol.com 

2165 Filbert St. Ste 300, San Francisco, CA 94123 (h) 415-921-4141 (w) 415-563-2111 (fax) 415-673-0900 
* Winkler, Barry F., KC6WYA (T); Mary Ann kc6wya@home.com 


2216 Daffodil Dr, Pittsburg, CA 94565 (h) 925-427-2121 (w) 510-539-8689 (fax) 925-427-2121 


10/02/2000 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


7:30 PM MDARC Board meeting Emil Villa’s in Concord 


10/13/2000 7:30PM MDARC General meeting - NOTE this is not the third Friday 
due to PACIFICON 
10/20/2000 - 10/22/2000 PACIFICON Concord Sheraton 
10/27/2000 Carrier Deadline 
11/06/2000 =7:30 PM MDARC Board meeting Emil Villa’s in Concord 
11/17/2000 =7:30 PM MDARC General meeting 
12/04/2000 7:30 PM MDARC Board meeting Emil Villa’s in Concord 
The Carrier BULK RATE 
Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club et ae 
P.O. Box 23222 CONCORD, CA 


Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
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